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Police Officers Honored by Mayor Sinnott, Chief Franklin 
 
 
ERIE, PA (January 6, 2012) - Two City of Erie police officers were honored at press 
conference this morning for the recent rescue of residents from a burning home on the 
city's east side on Tuesday afternoon. 
 
City of Erie Police Officers, Gregory Baney and Peter Mitchell, were presented with 
proclamations from Mayor Joseph Sinnott and letters of commendation from Erie Police 
Chief Steven Franklin for getting 10 residents safely out of the two unit apartment house at 
233 E. 12th Street. 
 
Mayor Sinnott said the two officers were flagged down by neighbors and told of the fire. 
The officers risked their own personal safety by entering the burning structure and making 
sure that everyone got out safely.  
 
The fire broke out shortly before 4 p.m. on Tuesday, January 3, 2012. Erie Fire Inspector 
John Widomski said combustible items that were stored too close to a space heater on an 
enclosed back porch accidently set off the fire. 
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